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of it, was in great measure the cause of the Civil "War. He appears to have been a weak but learned man, ignorant ia business, to a degree of thinking himself capable of conducting it, violent, and tyrannical. I believe he thought himself an honest man, and (such is the miserable condition of human nature) I can conceive that he inhumanely, but conscientiously, might cut off Prynne's ears, and propose putting Felton to torture, for the good of the Church and the glory of God. He met with a Prince who seemed to be made for him. Weak, warm, and superstitious, he was convinced of his own Divine Right, as well as of his Archbishop's, and they joined to establish absolute Hierarchy in the Church, and Despotic Power in the State (two most gross impositions, which, to the shame and disgrace of human understandings, had been reared, believed, and submitted to as Divine Institutions for twelve or thirteen centuries), but were such arrant bunglers in the prosecution of their design, that they both lost their heads for it. The punishment, perhaps, was too rigorous, but the example was certainly of great use to succeeding Kings and Priests. The Clergy allege that they claim Supreme Power only in Spiritual affairs, by virtue of their Divine commission to loosen and bind in Heaven and in Hell; but who does not see that all Temporal Power, too, is comprehended in that claim, since the generality of mankind will be more afraid of eternal damnation, than of a jail or a gibbet. This appears in Ecclesiastical History, for the Popes pretended to no other power, and yet by their excommunications, anathemas, and interdicts on one hand, and their indulgences on the other, they cozened, or bullied, but absolutely